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THE IMPORTANCE OF OLEKSIY R
FOR DEVELOPMENT OF UKRAINIAN BALLET AT THE 

END OF THE XX CENTURY 
 

Abstract. This article investigates the Kyiv work period of a 
dancer and a ballet master Oleksiy Ratmansky. By the will of fate, 
beginnings of the creative life of Oleksiy Ratmansky were related 
with Ukraine and city on river Dnipo  Kyiv. Future master of stage 
was born in Leningrad, but up to the age of ten years lived together 
with his family in Kyiv, because his father worked at Aerospace 
Institute of Kyiv Aviation Institute. After graduation of Moscow 
State Choreography School, O.Ratmansky returned to Kyiv and was 
hired by ballet troupe of Taras Shevchenko National Opera and 
Ballet Theatre of Ukraine. It was found that stage activity of the 
choreographer in 1986-1997 related to activities of metropolitan 
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ballet troups (Taras Shevchenko National Opera and Ballet Theatre 
of Ukraine, Classical Ballet Theatre, State Opera and Ballet Theatre 
for Children and Youth). Also it was discovered that the artist played 
more than twenty r

dance contests (Donetsk, 1987; Moscow, 1992), actively toured with 
a troupe, was involved in Ukrainian-Canadian projects. First ballet 
experiments of Oleksiy Ratmansky were connected with Kyiv 

Sylphides-
Cart or Picnic et
stages of leading musical theatres of the world (Mariinsky Theatre, 
Bolshoi Theatre, Royal Danish Theatre, American Ballet Theatre 
etc). Unfortunately, art society wasn`t interested in the artist`s 
original art, and he was forced to seek job overseas. So, in the late 
1990s a new phase in Oleksiy Ratmansky`s career, connected with 
West ballet, began. That was a powerful stimulus for a professional 
growth of the artist. 

The Kyiv period of Oleksiy Ratmansky's work had a direct 
influence not only on the formation of the performing skills of the 
outstanding dancer and on the formation of the choreographer's style 
of one of the most outstanding masters of modern ballet theater, but 
also influenced on the development of Ukrainian ballet in the late 
XX  century and present time. 

Key words: Oleksiy Ratmansky, Ukrainian ballet, modern 
dance, ballet master art 
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