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MOTIF OF THE WAR IN THE GRAPHIC HERITAGE OF 

OLENA KULCHITSKA 
 

Abstract. The relevance of the study of military themes in 
the graphic heritage of Olena Lvivna Kulchytska is argued primarily 
by the conditions of modern realities: the main ideas, images and 
symbols can actually be extrapolated to today's political process, 
when Ukraine is once again in a state of war. Therefore, the purpose 
of the article is to trace and prove the timeless, through-and-through 
character of the dominant images and the massive of symbols of the 
artist's graphic works on military themes, to actualize their main 
ideas. Formulated scientific tasks are most effectively solved with 
the help of a toolkit of cross-cultural, biographical, chronological, 
comparative, complex methods of conducting scientific research, 
which were equally used in the art analysis of the graphic legacy of 
the artist. Main periods of the artist's creative career are considered, 
when her work featured military themes embodied in graphic arts. 
The leading themes, the symbols and images used by the 
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craftswoman are highlighted, and their interpretation is presented. 
The parallels of the disasters described by the artist with the events 
of the historical past have been traced, and the through-and-through, 
timeless nature of the vast majority of the main images and symbols 
has been proven. An art critic analysis of individual graphic sheets 
is presented, which can be considered as milestones in the formation 
of the artist's manner in graphic arts on military themes. The weak 
degree of research into the work of O. Kulchytska during the Second 
World War is emphasized, which is highlighted as one of the 
promising tasks of scientific research. The practical significance of 
this study lies primarily in the actualization of O. Kulchytska's 
graphic arts on military themes, which will help to draw attention to 
the phenomenon of a female graphic artist, who served as a 
mouthpiece and announcer of the ideas of national dignity and the 
liberation movement in the conditions of war. 

Key words: graphic arts, Olena Kulchytska, Ukrainian Art 
Nouveau, book plate, etching, linocut, woodcut, xylography, 
intaglio. 

 
References: 

1. Andriyovska, A. (2016). 
 [Chronicle of the Ukrainian people in 

graphic arts by Olena Kulchytska]. 
natsional noyi akademiyi mystetstv. 30, 383-394 [in Ukrainian]. 
2. Vavrukh, M. (2015). 
khudozhnykiv-shistdesyatnykiv [Ex-libris in the works of Lviv 
sixties artists]. 
dyzaynu ta mystetstv. 7, 93-98 [in Ukrainian]. 
3. Vyunyk, A. (1969). Olena Kulchytska [Olena ]. 
Kyiv: Mystetstvo [in Ukrainian]. 
4. Voloshyn, L. (2007). 

 [From the galaxy of creators of 



- 2 2(6) 

196 

Ukrainian modernism: Olena Kulchytska]. Halytska Brama.                     
9-10, 9-14 [in Ukrainian]. 
5. Voloshyn, L. (2005). Creators of Ukrainian Art Nouveau: 
Olena Kulchytska. Fine arts. 4, 47-49 [in Ukrainian]. 
6. Golubets, M. (1933).  [The 
creativity of Olena Kulchytska]. Lviv: Vyd-vo ANUM [in 
Ukrainian]. 
7. Zaitseva, V. (2018). [Ukrainian book graphic arts of the first 
third of the 20th century as an object of historical and art studies]. 
Bulletin of the Lviv National Academy of Arts. 36, 223-231 [in 
Ukrainian]. 
8. Zaitseva, V., Buygasheva, A., Streltsova, S. (2021). 

XX stolittya yak 
-  [The artistic 

originality of Ukrainian book graphic arts of the 20th century in the 
pan-European cultural space]. 
akademiyi mystetstv. 40 (2), 4-10 [in Ukrainian]. 
9. Kara-Vasilyeva, T. (2021).  [Modern 
style in Ukraine]. Kyiv: Dmytro Burago Publishing House [in 
Ukrainian]. 
10. Kashuba-Volvach, O. (2016). 

-1930: Tematychnyy pokazhchyk z 
obrazotvorchoho mystetstva, pobutotvorchoho mystetstva, 
arkhitektury, kino- ta fotomystetstva i teatru 

-1930: Thematic index of fine art, domestic art, 
architecture, film and photo art, and theater]. Kyiv: Feniks [in 
Ukrainian]. 
11. Kis-Fedoruk, O. (2007).  
[Graphic arts by Olena Kulchytska]. Artclass. 3-4, 18-20 [in 
Ukrainian]. 
12. Kis-Fedoruk, O. (2007). Mystetstvo hrafiky  yak 
vidobrazhennya tvorchykh poshukiv i stanovlennya osobystosti 



- 2 2(6) 

197 

 [Graphic arts is a reflection of Olena 
Kulchytska's creative searches and personality development]. 
Halytska Brama. 9-10, 17-20 [in Ukrainian]. 
13. Kost, L. (2010). Estetychni y dukhovni dominanty 

-  
[Aesthetic and spiritual dominants of the Lviv creative period (1939-
1944) of Olena Kulchytska]. 

 7(12), 227-235 [in Ukrainian]. 
14. Kost, L., Rizun, T. (2013). -1967): 
hrafika, malyarstvo, uzhytkove mystetstvo [Olena Kulchytska 
(1877-1967): graphic arts, painting, applied art]. Lviv: Apriori [in 
Ukrainian]. 
15. Krypyakevich, I. (1916). 

 [Ukrainian woodcut and works by Olena 
Kulchytska]. Shlyakhy. June 30. 419-424 [in Ukrainian]. 
16. Kulchytska Olena Lvivna [Kulchytska Olena Lvivna] 
(2009). Drukovani pratsi naukovo-pedahohichnykh spivrobitnykiv 

opublikovani v 1930-1970 rr. : biobibliohr. pokazhchyk v 2 t., 1. 
Lviv: Ukr. Acad. Druku. 329-330 [in Ukrainian]. 
17. [Kulchytska Olena 
Lvivna. Graphic arts] (1954). . Kyiv: Mystetsvo [in 
Ukrainian]. 
18. Kulchytska, O. (2018). Narodnyy odyah [Folk clothes]. 
Albom. Lviv: Apriori [in Ukrainian]. 
19. Lagutenko, O. (2011). XX stolittya 
[Ukrainian graphic arts of the 20th century]. Kyiv: Grani-T [in 
Ukrainian]. 
20. Lamonova, O. (2006). 
50-kh-pochatku 70-kh rokiv XX stolittya. Tendentsiyi rozvytku, 
stylistyka, maystry: [Kyiv book graphic arts of the late 1950s and 



- 2 2(6) 

198 

early 1970s. Trends of development, stylistics, masters]: PhD 
Thesis. Kyiv [in Ukrainian]. 
21. Maystrenko-Vakulenko, Yu. (2021). Frontovyy rysunok 

periodu Druhoyi svitovoyi viyny [Front 
drawing of Ukrainian artists of the Second World War period].  
Mystetstvoznavchi zapysky. 40, 57-66 [in Ukrainian]. 
22. Mykhalevych, V. (2021). 

mizhvoyennoho periodu [Propaganda satirical graphics in humorous 
periodicals of Soviet Ukraine of the interwar period]. 
pytannya humanitarnykh nauk. 39(2), 59-64 [in Ukrainian]. 
23. Mykhalevich, V. (2021). Osoblyvosti hrafiky satyrychnoho 
zhurnalu UPA  [Features of the graphics of 

humanitarnykh nauk. 40(2), 63-69 [in Ukrainian]. 
24. Mudrak, M. (2008). 
knyzhkova hrafika 1914-1945 [Above borders. Modern Ukrainian 
book graphic arts 1914- -
Ukrainian]. 
25. Nesterenko, P. (2021). 
literatury v dzerkali ekslibrysu [Images of European fiction in the 
mirror of bookplate]. Art-platforma. 2(4), 107-130 [in Ukrainian]. 
26. Nesterenko, P. (2018). 
dvoma svitovymy viynamy  

[The Lviv magazine cover between the 
two world wars is a collective image of national artistic modernism]. 

-
metodychni pratsi. 27, 152-158 [in Ukrainian]. 
27. Pitenina, V. (2021). Stylistychni osoblyvosti ilyustruvannya 
knyzhky dlya ditey v Ukrayini pershoyi tretyny KHKH stolittya 
[Stylistic features of illustrating children's books in Ukraine in the 
first third of the 20th century]: PhD Thesis. Kyiv: [in Ukrainian]. 



- 2 2(6) 

199 

28. Rozhak-Lytvynenko, K. (2017). 
ytsiyi, 

[The artistic group of 
Ukrainian Riflemen: artists, traditions, genre and stylistic features of 
the works]: PhD Thesis. Lviv [in Ukrainian]. 
29. Romanenkova, Yu. (2021). Knizhnyy znak v 
khudozhestvennoy kul'ture Ukrainy rubezha XX i XXI vekov [Book 
plate in the artistic culture of Ukraine at the turn of the 20th and 21st 
centuries]. Text. Book. Book publishing. 25, 122-143 [in Russian]. 
30. Svientsytska, V. (1963). 
narodnoho odyahu ta mys  
[Olena Kulchytska's album of folk clothes and art. Folk creativity 
and ethnography]. 2, 128-130 [in Ukrainian]. 
31. Sklyarenko, G. (2018). 
do Nezalezhnosti [Ukrainian artists: from the thaw to 
Independence]. Kyiv: Huss [in Ukrainian]. 
32. Tokar, M. (2018). 
literatury v ilyustratsiyi druhoyi polovyny KHKH  pochatku XX 
stolittya [Images of heroes of Ukrainian children's literature in book 
illustrations of the second half of the 20th and early 21st centuries]: 
PhD Thesis. Kharkiv [in Ukrainian]. 
33. upik, V. (2020). Symvolichna mova ekslibrysa [The 
symbolic language of the bookplate]. 
humanitarnykh nauk. 27(5), 25-29 [in Ukrainian]. 
34. 

-Roman Sorokhtey 
[Ukrainian Sich Riflemen in battles and in between: artistic heritage: 
Lev Gets, Ivan Ivanets, Osyp Kurylas, Olena Kulchytska, Leonid 
Perfetskyi, Osyp-Roman Sorokhtei] (2007) (ed. by Ihor Zavaliy ... 
etc.). Lviv; Kyiv: Oranta [in Ukrainian]. 



- 2 2(6) 

200 

35. 
Ukrainian art at the turns of the epochs: 

Image. Transformation. Style] (2021) (chief ed., coll. H. Skrypnyk; 
scientif. ed. L. Ganzenko, R. Zabashta). Kyiv: Naukova dumka [in 
Ukrainian]. 
36. Yatsiv, R. (1992). -1990. Tradytsiyi ta 
novatorstvo [Lviv graphic arts 1945-1990. Traditions and 
innovation]. Kyiv: Naukova dumka [in Ukrainian]. 
37. Maystrenko-Vakulenko, Yu. (2021). Ukrainian Theatrical 
Drawings and Sketches of the Avant-Garde Era: Representation of a 
Four-Dimensional Space-Time Continuum. Ars & Humanitas. 
15(1), 197-211 [in English]. 
38. Pitenina,V., Lagutenko, O. (2021). The fairy tale and the 
reality in Ukrainian cade. 
European Journal of Arts, 3. 10-14 [in Eglish]. 
39. Romanenkova, J., Bratus, I., Mykhalchuk, V., Gunka, A. 
(2021). Lvov ex-libris school as the traditions keeper of the intaglio 
printing techniques in the Ukrainian graphic arts at the turn of the 
XXth and XXIth centuries. Revista Inclusiones. 8, 321-331[in 
English]. 
40. Romanenkova, J., Paliychuk, A., Mykhalchuk, V. (2021). 
Kiev ex-libris school as a xylography traditions keeper in 
printmaking of modern Ukraine. Journal of Graphic Engineering and 
Design. 12(3), 39-45 [in English]. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


